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The Tragic Experience of the Christian Faith
in Contemporary China

YU Hong

Abstract

Comparing to the Western Christian faith experience, the religious
experience of the contemporary Chinese Christians is rather a
tragic experience at the moment when the Divine Light just begins
to appear. To be specific, the initial reflection and response to the
revelation (experiencing Agape and the Divine Light) brings about a
new understanding of one’s living history and reality (a life without
Agape but darkness). In this new understanding and experience, the
fresh Divine Light and the overwhelming darkness begin a tragic
conflict. With this conflict, a sacred surprise, pain, excitement, joy,
despair and hope become the basic living experience of contemporary
Chinese Christians. Since the Divine Light faces the threat from the
overpowering darkness, the fragility, risk, catastrophe, and sharpness
of conflict become the main tragic characteristics of contemporary
Chinese Christian faith experience.
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Review of the Two-Century History
of Protestantism in China

LIN Zhongze

Abstract

Protestantism that has been existed in China for two centuries
produced both positive and negative influences upon the Chinese
civilization and the world civilization. On the one hand, the modern
technology and scientific systems that introduced by Protestant
missionaries, had greatly changed the Chinese worldview and
made great contribution to the modernization of China; on the other
hand, under the special historical circumstance, the “Westerners”
failed to make good impression on Chinese people. For this reason,
Protestant missionaries were unable to influence Chinese culture
and thought on deeper level as well. If Christianity wanted to make
a great achievement in China, it had to adapt to the Chinese culture
and society, and become further indigenization. The indigenization
of Christianity means a win-win process rather than a process to
eliminate its own core value. In the meantime, the indigenization
of Christianity also means “Christianization of China”. However,
Christianity in today’s China is a far from this aim. Today, both
Confucianism and Marxism have the ability to dialogue with
Christianity. Hence, it is not necessary for Chinese tradition and
ideology to violently conflict with Christianity. The vigor and
creativity of Christianity has made itself one of the most competitive
religions in today’s China. But it is also an unrealistic expectation
that Christianity can dominate the entire Chinese ideological field.
When facing the challenge from pluralism in China, Christianity also
needs to take a serious attitude toward the resistance from Chinese
intellectuals. '
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The Conflict and Integration
between Christianity and Chinese Culture

AN Ximeng

Abstract

With the sharp approach of modern democratic idea and the standard
of basic human rights, this paper critiques the narrow-minded attitude
of the Chinese bureaucracy in the Ming and Qing Dynasties toward
both Catholicism and Protestantism. It points out that this attitude
is due to the ignorance of the Chinese bureaucracy about ideas of
religious freedom and basic human rights. Christian missionaries
came to China and preached the Gospel as a clear declaration to the
Chinese of the Central Kingdom that religious freedom is essential
to the concept of human rights. The tolerance and love shown by
the missionaries are in sharp contrast to the caustic and narrow-
mindedness of the bureaucratic Chinese officials. The traditional
rigid Chinese intellectuals and officials of those dynasties were
totally ignorant of these Christian ideas. What occupied their mind

was to defend the respect of emperors.
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The Ultimate Origin of Human Rights:
The Influence of Christianity and
Confucianism upon Human Rights

CHU Zhaohua

Abstract

What is the ultimate source for the idea of human rights? It is
attributed explicitly to God in Locke’s politic philosophy, which
is the foundation of modern theory of human rights. According to
Locke, God as the creator or provider of human reason is not only
the direct basis of human rights, but also the ultimate source of it.
With this belief, Locke establishes his famous theory of human
rights. Locke’s thought enlightens us that Christianity and God are
significant for the establishment of the idea of human rights: The
divine God determines the rationality and justice of human nature by
His creating process, and then human being becomes independent
and establishes values by making contract freely. Based on this
thinking, the concept of human rights in politics and lawful sense is
formed.

Why does Chinese traditional culture fail to produce the idea of
human rights? On the one hand, Confucianism as dominant thought
of Chinese culture takes a one-sided, pure ethical approach to human
being, and therefore leads people to moral perfection, which dissolves
the pursuit for human rights; On the other hand, Confucianism
believes that human essence is a process of transcendence and

infinite distillation, which delays the pursuit for human rights.
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Gospel and Culture

ZHANG Rong

Abstract

From the perspective of relationship between Gospel and culture, this
paper discusses the responsibility that Chinese Christians should take
for Chinese culture. After reviewing a few of historical encounters
between Christianity and Chinese culture and the current situation
of Christianity in China, the paper proposes an attitude for Chinese
Christians toward Chinese culture: dialogue. Christians should not
disregard Chinese culture simply because of their faith. The paper
finally shares several personal approaches on the integration of
cultural responsibility and the Gospel mission: to discard the position
that Christianity subjugates cultures; to participate in reforming,
transforming and redeeming Chinese culture; to bring new energy to
Chinese culture; to provide social services to the people in needs; and
to produce positive influence to the contemporary Chinese culture.
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Morality and Religion

TIAN Wei and DAI Mingfang

Abstract

There is a deep relationship between ethics and religion, morality and
belief, so the formation of social and mental order cannot be build
without a certain support of religion. In the modern society where
the common meaning is missing, by providing a system of meaning,
religion can take part in the synthesis of values in social order and
can also enter into the order of individual mind. Religion enables
human virtue to receive the support from God in the sphere of
existence. In this sense, Christian thought could provide rich spiritual
resource for the reconstruction of modern Chinese ethical life.
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Christianity and Minority
Chinese Society and Culture

HAN Junxue and WANG Zhongxin

Abstract

Based on a long term field research, this paper studies the reasons
that minority Chinese accept Christianity in history, the influence of
Christianity upon the social life of minority Chinese, and the possible
direction Christianity and minority Chinese may move to in the
future. The conclusion of this research confirms that the acceptance
of Christianity by minority Chinese is a mature choice in certain
social-historical contexts rather than an accident. Such a choice has
greatly influenced almost every aspect of minority Chinese daily life
and ideology, and has also provided them with a new life style and
cultural contents. This is significant for the future social and culture
development of minority Chinese.
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From Home Fireplace to Sanctuary:
The Change of Religious Culture
among Lisu, Nu and Dulong Minorities

GAO Zhiying

Abstract

Because of the rapid growth of Christianity among ethnic minorities
in the outer regions of China in the last three decades, the interaction
of Christianity and traditional minority culture has become a hot
topic for many scholars to study. This paper explores the co-existence
and integration of Western Christian culture and minority traditional
culture by case studies of the Lisu, Nu and Dulong minorities along
the Nu River in Yunnan province. The percentage of Christian
population in these minority groups is much higher.
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Christianity among the Miao People
in Little Well Village

ZHANG lJie

Abstract

The ethnic Miao people are the “leading minority” to accept
Christian faith among minority groups in Southwest China. By a
case study of one Miao village, this paper surveys and analyses the
local church history, church structure, the villagers’ faith, and the
impact of Christianity on the villagers’ thinking and daily life. The
paper concludes that the growth of Christian church produces many
practical benefits to the villagers, but also brings some negative
effects such as the fact that people, especially young people are
content with the status quo, their current state of life and their

existing religious sentiments.
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The Harmony
between Christianity and the Lahu Minority

SU Cuiwei

Abstract

Lahu is one of the minority groups strongly influenced by
Christianity in Yunnan Province. This paper provides a case study of
the Christianity in the Lahu community. It studies the relationship of
Christianity and building harmonious society, and also the interaction
between Christian faith and the Lahu community. The paper holds
that Christianity has integrated itself into Lahu’s traditional thought
of harmony by transforming the most important humanistic system
of Lahu people. It concludes that Christianity has been gradually
assimilated into the main culture of Lahu minority, and thus produces

significant social impact.
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The History and Present Situation of
Christianity in Jingpo Minority Area

HAN Junxue

Abstract

Jingpo is one of the major ethnic minority groups accepting the
Christian faith. This article provides a preliminary study of the
development of Christianity in the Jingpo minority area, which
includes the history, geographic distribution of believers, evangelism
methods and the church revival since the 1980s. The paper holds that
missionary efforts to create language and develop school education
for the minority in the history are successful. However, the changes
in the social environment since the 1990s resulted in new phenomena
such as that the church members become younger on one hand, and
the religious enthusiasm becomes weaker among believers on the
other hand. These phenomena bring new challenge to the church.
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Christianity in the Lisu and
Nu Minority Areas

GAO Zhiying and GONG Maoli

Abstract
Fugong County is located on the Sino-Burmese border where the

Lisu and Nu minorities settled down. It is also the area in Yunnan
Province with higher percentage of Christian population. Through
field researches, this paper asserts that Christianity has laid a
strong foundation among the local people in Fugong. The spread of
Christian faith in this area is a process of integration between sacred
and secular elements, which mainly manifested in the integration of
Christian culture and traditional minority culture, religious morality
and traditional ethnic morality, religious life and political life, and
Christian religion and traditional ethnic religions. The paper further
states that the “localization” of Christianity through integration of
these elements has made Christian belief more attractive to the Lisu
and Nu ethnic groups, and Christianity has also produced a great

influence on them.
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The History of Christianity
in Xinjiang Uyghur Region of China
before 19th Century

SHAN Chuanhang

Abstract

Nestorian Christianity left a significant mark in central China.
It also maintained a strong and lasting presence in Central Asia
throughout earlier and later history. Christianity had a lasting
presence in today’s Xinjiang area, the crossroads of Central Asia
and a strategic part of the Silk Road, before the 19th century. This
paper traces the history of Nestorian Christianity after its initial
introduction through five periods:

l.In the fifth century AD Nestorian Christianity spread to Bactria
(southern Xinjiang area), carried mostly by Indo-European natives.
This may have been the point of entry for Nestorian Christianity
into central China in about AD635.

2.During the West Turkic Khanite Empire (AD556-751) period
the northern Xinjiang area started the process of Turkicization. A
Turkic tribe Ghuzz was Nestorianized in this period. In the south,
Nestorians spread to Yutian (Hotan today) in the period of the
conquest of Tibetans.

3.During the West-East Uyghur Khanite Empire (AD840-1130)
period Uyghurs with Manichaeism and the Nestorian faith migrated
from the Mongolian area and conquered the natives of Xinjiang
area to establish kingdoms. Because China lost a war in Chinese-
Arabic struggles by Talas River, the western area outside of today’s
Xinjiang in 751, Islamic power controlled the central Asiatic Turkic
area. Many Turkic Nestorians migrated into southern Xinjiang area
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from the western area. Gao-chang (Turpan today) became a center
of Nestorian Christianity.

4 During the West Liao (Kitans) Kingdom period Kashgar was
a center of Nestorian Christianity, becoming the 19th district of
Nestorian Church together with another two centers of Alimali (Ili
today) and Gao-chang. Another two Turkic tribes appeared to be
Nestorian in north Xinjiang: Naiman and Qarlug.

5.During the Mongol Empire (AD1206-1368) period Nestorian
Christianity reached its climax in history because of the strong
influence of Chingis Khnite families through their Nestorian faith,
and was called arkagun or tarsa by Mongols. Catholic Christianity
came in northern Xinjiang because of missionaries sent by the
Christian West to the Mongol Empire. Two famous Uyghur Nestorian
Christians were Raban Markos who was elected to be the new
Patriarch of all Nestorian churches in the world as Mar Yahbh-Allaha
111 in Baghdad in 1281 and Raban (bishopthen) Sawma who was with
Markos assigned by the Mongol Empire as an official ambassador to
the Christian West in 1287,

After the victory of the Chinese Ming dynasty over the Mongols
in China in1368 and the conversion of a Mongol Khan to Islam
in northern Xinjiang in addition to the Islamic missions through
military force through 1355-1394, Christianity in Xinjiang area
disappeared quickly. Christianity came back to Xinjiang again five
centuries later with Swedish Protestant missionaries.
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Greed and Soul:
A Theological Reflection on the Materialism
in China

ZHA Changping

Abstract

Materialism believes that the ultimate element of the world is matter,
which is also decisive and essential in both material and spiritual
aspects of individual and society. In fact, this is the materialist
worldview with Chinese characteristics. Materialism emphasizes
that the existence of human is just the existence and continuation of
human flesh. The purpose of human existence is to please human
flesh. This worldview results in a consumerism as a way to treat
the world, hedonism to satisfy the pleasure of one’s flesh and an
epistemology of utilitarianism.

Though refusing to accept these worldview, value system, and
epistemology, Chinese Christians do not deny the value of the
material world. They regard the world as God’s creation. They do
not condemn the meaning of bodily life, but transform it into the
holy temple practicing God’s Word. They treat others not only as the
providers of their own profit but also as the one same as them to be
blessed by God. Called by God, they participate in the enterprise of
managing the world together with others.
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Success and the Cross

LIU Ping

Abstract
One of the urgent missions for the Christian Scholars in Mainland

China is to break down the falsehood of the materialist idea on
success, and lead the present Chinese moral life to the Cross. The
theology of pursuing success in the name of Jesus Christ changes
the focus of theology from God to human. It is actually a humanistic
theory of God rather than a theology in which God cares for human
being. Christians who seek the Cross believe that success consists
of two aspects: Yiliyudao( L/ f#if), that means walking toward
the transcendent God; and Yidaodaili( LLiE#; %)), that means God’s
Word brings us the life that human being can have but should not

control.
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The Urbanization and Church Growth
in China

LIU Mingxing

Abstract

The rapid urbanization in China brings challenge as well as
opportunity to the Christian Church. On the one hand, facing a great
number of migrants from the rural areas, the urban church lacks the
ability in evangelism. So the church needs to find a better solution.
At the meantime, the rapid mobilization of population and a more
complex social class structure make the issues that the migrant
laborers are facing in respect of faith, life and job very different from
the issues faced by traditional urban dwellers. Thus the traditional
urban church structure needs to be changed. On the other hand, the
urbanization also provides great new opportunities for the church
growth, evangelism, and interaction with the changing society. How
will church leadership grasp those opportunities? They need to find
a new way for the church growth in China.
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The Role of Religion
in Chinese and American Cultures:
The Second Dialogue Conference
between Chinese and American Scholars
(Philadelphia)

HE Zhangrong

Abstract

From June 30th to July 3rd, 2006, the Chinese Christian Scholar
Association in North America (CCSA) and Westminster Theological
Seminary held jointly the Second Dialogue Conference between
Chinese and American Scholars in Philadelphia, PA. More than 30
scholars from China, Hong Kong, USA attended the conference, and
submitted more than 20 papers in fine scholarship. The president
of the CCSA, Dr. WANG Zhongxin introduced the background,
purpose and meaning of the conference. He pointed out that the
misunderstanding of religion between China and USA is mostly
due to the lack of the basic mutual understanding, interaction, and
effective channels for dialogue, and also to the poor knowledge of
the history, characteristics and current situations of religion in both
countries. The conference focused on the function of religion in
Chinese and American cultures. At the conference scholars presented
papers and made discussions on the following topics: 1. the religious
situation and influence in contemporary Chinese and American
societies; 2. religion, politics and public life; 3. the role of religion in
history; 4. Christian theology and globalization.
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The Role of Religion
in Chinese and American Cultures:
The Second Dialogue Conference
between Chinese and American Scholars
(Boston)

WANG Zhen

Abstract

From July 7th to 11th of 2006, the Atheist Scholar Association
of China and the Chinese Christian Scholar Association in North
America (CCSA) held a conference on the role of religion in Chinese
and American cultures at the Walker Center of Newton and Boston
University. More than 25 scholars from China, USA and South
Korea attended the conference. The scholars made presentations and
exchanged ideas on the following issues: religion and globalization,
African Americans and Christianity, Christianity in South Korea,
religion and politics in China, Christianity and China, Islam and
Buddhism in China.
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