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6 Also sprach Zarathustra, (KSA 4), s.198.
7 Also sprach Zarathustra, (KSA 4), s.199,
8 Also sprach Zarathustra, (KSA 4), ss. 199-200.
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9 Also sprach Zarathustra, (KSA 4), s.200.

10 LA DI - EA A R Ae e, 20 (G SEAZ4E) | 5338-35011.
Barsh. 2k, (BEY , B57-6200; K -H.  Volkmann-Schluck, “Die Stufen der Selb-
stiiberwindung des Lebens: Erklarungen zum 3. Teil von Nietzsches Zarathustra”, in
Nietzsche-Studien, Band 2 (1973), ss. 143-144.

11 Also sprach Zarathustra, (KSA 4), s.200.
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#W.: Deleuze, Nietzsche and Philosophy (trans. Hugh Tomlinson. New York: Columbia Uni-
versity Press, 1983), p.71.7 Also sprach Zarathustra, (KSA 4), s.199.

13 Also sprach Zarathustra, (KSA 4), ss.201-202,
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15 Jenseits von Gut und Bose (KSA 5), 56.
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Sun Yat-sen and Christianity
Zhongxin Wang

Abstract

Sun Yat-sen was a key figure in advancing China from a tradi-
tional society to a modern democratic republican society. Although
he held his position for a short time, he had the most profound and
lasting impact in modern Chinese history. He was not a contro-
versial leader. Sun Yet-sen devoted himself to eliminating a gov-
ernment with central power and dedicated himself to building a
republican social system. His influence is far more profound than
the other fighters against the Qing government. Sun Yet-sen was
influenced by Christianity since his childhood. He was baptized
when he was a college student in Hong Kong. He made his Chris-
tianity known to people. Sun Yat-sen was the first Christian leader
in Chinese history. This is significant. Since the

1980’s, there have been many domestic and overseas scholars
doing in depth and detailed studies on Sun Yet-sen. However, there
is not enough research on Christianity’s influence on his life. This
article discusses Sun Yat-sen and his Christian faith.
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Research on Chengdu Qing’s Temple
Minju Li

Abstract

The Qing Temple in Chengdu is one of the oldest Christian
temples that is recorded in the history books. The temple was called
“Shi Sun”. The ancient relic was first recorded in the book of “ Hua
Yang Guo Zhi”. Based on the age of this book, the temple was built
before 355. The book reveals that at the start of the Xi Jin Dynasty
there was a popular religion that was very similar to Christianity. It
was centered on the main route from Rome to China. There were
also Jews living in the area. The early Christians in China may
have had some connection with them. This religion was being per-
secuted at the time of Wang Shuo. This places the time around 278.
The temple was grand and magnificent. This might be due to the
financially wealthy Christian business people lending support.

285



Christianity and China (Vol. 4, 2006)

Edward Waite Thwing
and International Reform Bureau

Jie Hou & Yucong Liu

Abstract

Edward Wait Thwing, the founder of the Northern China Inter-
national Reform Bureau and a staunch advocator and promoter for
the Chinese National Anti-Opium Society in the late Qing Dynasty,
was active on the stage of the Chinese society in the early 20th cen-
tury. It is fair to say that this American missionary exerted signifi-
cant impact on the society of Tianjin and furthermore, of Chinese
society at large in the late Qing Dynasty. Until recently, however,
there is only a handful of description and appraisal of Edward Waite
Thwing and the Northern International Reform Bureau for which
he advocated and provided leadership. Neither is there adequate
research devoted to him. Having combed through a large amount
of materials of significant historical value regarding Edward Waite
Thwing in Da Gongbao published at the beginning of the last cen-
tury, the authors hope to provide a preliminary study on his role in
the integration of the globalization and indigenization in the Anti-
Opium movement, aiming at sharing their humble opinion.
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The Features of the Spreading of
Three Religions in China

Dehuan Liu

Abstract

This article is based on a survey of 10 provinces in China.
The survey was completed in 2002 and included 5,700 participants
from big cities, counties, and villages. It included the following:

1. The spreading of the three dominant religions (Buddhism,
Christianity, and Islam) in China Today: The survey is compared
with one made in 1995 to observe the development of these three
religious movements. 2. Discussion on the spreading of the three
religions in China: The survey focused mainly on the influences of
atheism and pantheism on the spreading of the three religions. 3.The
mark on history of the spreading of the three religions: Through a
series of models, it analyzes the development and influence of a
market economy and the Cultural Revolution on the spreading of
the three religions in China. 4.The limitations of superstition, fear,
and science: Based on history, it analyzes the spreading of the three
religions.

Pantheism is the root from which the three religions have been
spreading in China. Buddhism, like pantheism, is rooted in tradi-
tional Chinese culture. Christianity and Catholicism have been de-
veloping in some special social classes in China. But generally its
development is closely related with the common ground of panthe-
ism and Buddhism. Islam has unique features in its spreading. But
it is also strongly influenced by pantheism and Buddhism.
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Religious Studies and the Development of
Christianity in China
Yiping Sun

Abstract

Religious studies in China started just after the reform and
opening of the country. When the Science of Religion was founded,
some scholars thought that religious studies should be a part of
natural theology. However, there were visible differences between
religious studies and theology in their purpose and field of vision.
Christian theology is based on a belief, while religious studies con-
ducted research on the experience of religion while reducing the
importance of belief. Even though Western thinkers doubted and
criticized Christianity as they did their “even-handed” research,
Christianity still stands at the peak of human spirit. Christian the-
ology developed new schools of thought, renewing its vitality. The
evolution of Christian theology in 20th century not only directed
Christian theology to concerns for society and human life, but also
widened the research field of Western religious studies. Today the
syncretism and the reciprocity of Western religious studies and
Christian theology promotes the development of both. This trend
deserves the attention of modern religious studies. It is signifi-
cant not only for promoting religious studies in China, but also for
propagating and developing Christianity in China. In this present
era of globalization, Christianity cannot develop in China in isola-
tion, and its successful development depends on the adjustment of
Christian theology to the unique characteristics of the Chinese.
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An Exploration of Christianity in Zaoyang City
Kewan Wang

Abstract

Christianity came to Zaoyang City, Hubei province, China
around 1880. It was outlawed at the beginning of the establishment
of the People’s Republic of China. Then starting from 1978, Chris-
tianity began to grow again in the city. Today the church focuses
on building projects to establish houses of worship. However there
are not enough pastors. The church consists of more women, older
people, illiterate people and people of low education. The believ-
ers are overly interested in miracles. These factors cause problems
in the church.
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Dong Zhongshu’s “Heaven”
and the God of Scripture
Guidiang Zhou

Abstract

Dong Zhongshu’s notion of “heaven” bears multiple meanings,
including the universe, the skies as opposed to the earth, origins,
and a spiritual heaven. The latter would establish connection with
human emperors through spiritual sensation, which finds its proof
through a series of arguments. This spiritual heaven differs from
the biblical God in location, image, speech, creation, and sacrificial
worship. The God of Scripture is presented with many narratives,
but Dong’s spiritual heaven is not related to any narrative, nor does
it speak. Dong’s heaven is more abstract than the Christian God.
The difference between “God” and “heaven” is one of religious es-
sence, not just quantitative superiority.
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Man’s Place and Responsibility:
On the Misinterpretations of
a Passage from Genesis

Xuelian Jiang

Abstract

Many eco-philosophers and ethicist have proposed that Western
anthropocentrism has its roots in Christianity. This is based on their
reading of a text from Genesis. This is the view to which the author
originally held. However, as the author’s understanding of Christi-
anity deepened, some questions began to be raised. First, the Chris-
tian doctrine of original sin dictates that no human can ever become
or replace God. Every human is a sinner in need of divine redemp-
tion. If Christianity so teaches the humble place of man, how can it
serve as the origin of anthropocentrism? Second, if every man is a
sinner in need of salvation, then how men have only privilege but
not responsibility towards the earth? Third, Scripture, especially
the Old Testamant, often presents propositions metaphorically.
Therefore, interpreting Scripture, especially the Old Testament,
without proper guiding principles of Christian hermeneutics and
systematic theology may hardly render a correct understanding of
the text. Even scholars familiar with the systematic principles of
Christianity may differ on their interpretations of a text because of
their different presumptions. This gives rise to the richness in bibli-
cal hermeneutics. Because of these questions, the author feels the
need to reexamine the original text from Genesis.
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The View of Scripture of
Contemporary Chinese Christians
Xue Liang

Abstract

How to find principles and methods of biblical interpretation
proper for the Asian context is a question of universal concern in
recent years in Asian theological circles. This question not only
one of hermeneutics in general, but also, more importantly, is con-
cerned with the expression and propagation of the Christian gospel
in the Asian context. More concretely, how would Asian Christians
bred with indigenous cultures and religions interpret Scripture dif-
ferently from Western theologians? Meanwhile, how would they
relate classic Christian literature to the text of their indigenous cul-
ture? For Chinese Christians, these questions are not to be avoided.
The ancient history and pluralistic religious context of Chinese
culture dictate that they are confronted with a world consisting of
multi-religious classics. In the mean time, the social context of a
different era also poses various challenges to them. In a context like
this, how will they invent a method of Scripture reading to interpret
Christian classics, and establish their awareness of self-identity?
This essay, using Leichuan Wu and C. T. Chao as exemplars, is
aimed at examining how modern Chinese Christian intellectuals
view and interpret the scriptural texts and providing a paradigm for
biblical-hermeneutical studies in the Asian context.
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Science and Christianity in Rebuilding
the Modern Chinese Spirit

Guosheng Wu

Abstract

Rebuilding the Chinese spirit has always been an earnest pursuit
among intellectuals in modern history. Many Chinese advocated
the idea of using western technology while maintaining Chinese
philosophy to build this spirit. They did not see the whole picture
of western civilization. However, this idea proved to be a failure in
reality. Later, many advocated science and morality as central over
the spirit. This too was unsuccessful over a hundred year’s period.
In the last 20 years, introducing Christianity to China has also be-
come one of the projects to rebuild the Chinese spirit. The growth
of Christian churches in China has been one of the outstanding
cultural phenomenons. However, compared with the Chinese tra-
ditional culture, Christianity is still considered an “outside” reli-
gion. Christianity has not become mainstream enough to influence
the greater Chinese culture. In other words, rebuilding the Chinese
spirit is still an unsolved issue. This article probes into the conflicts
and problems of merging Chinese culture and Western culture. It
does so from scientific perspective. It also probes into the possible
role Christianity can play in building the modern Chinese spirit.
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Christianity and Science:
Universalism and Local Knowledge
Hui Qiu

Abstract

This essay is a discussion from the perspective of philosophy of
science on the strong influence of Christianity on modern science,
of which universalism is a significant characteristic. Universalism
has been confronted with many critiques and challenge in the phi-
losophy of science today, especially from the rise of the notion of
so-called “local knowledge.” However, the notion of local knowl-
edge is inherently compatible with traditional Chinese culture (e.g.
Chinese medicine). Therefore, resolving the tension between uni-
versalism and local knowledge, to a significant extent, is helpful
in resolving the clash between Chinese and Western culture. The
author believes that such resolution requires the relinquishment of
universalistic presuppositions and the adoption of pluralism, estab-
lishing a “limited agreement” through dialogue.
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“ABC Theology” III:
Reemergence of the Theory of the Chinese
Origin of Western Ideas

Xuanjun Xie
Abstract

“ABC Theology” is not a phenomenon specific to Christian
media, but a twisted product of Chinese folk culture—an act of
“eisegesis”, of deconstructing and reading into the text. “ABC
Theology” utilizes Christian terminology to propagate the values
and patterns of Chinese customs and tradition, such as the theology
of the Chinese origin of Western ideas that emerged a few hun-
dred years ago. It is completely unrelated to the gospel, but merely
construed on the basis of folk religion and culture. Contemporary
Christians must be aware of this kind of heresies, such as “Lao-Tzu
vs. the Bible”, “The Repentance of China”, and the “China Soul
for Christ.”
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On Christian Culture and Cultivation of
the Contemporary Spirit of the Chinese Nation

Tianmin Wang
Abstract

Belief is the foundation of the spirit of the Chinese nation,
the cultivation and formation of which requires the cultivation of
the culture of belief. The traditional Chinese culture of belief runs
against the contemporary spirit, which has caused a dilemma for
the spirit of the nation. The contemporary spirit — characterized
by openness, integration, and returning to self — calls for a belief
of integration. Christian culture is characterized by the supreme
spiritual traits of the “in-the-world” mentality, creativity, openness
to self, self-governing and independence. Therefore, it can play an
important role in nurturing the contemporary spirit of the Chinese

nation.
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History of Cultural clashes between
the East and West
Chong Sun

Abstract

Cultural clashes between the East and West opened new doors
for cultural exchange. It not only provided a solid foundation for
religious research, but also provided a rich source for inspiration
in literature. This was accomplished only because of many out-
standing missionaries who respected Chinese beliefs and culture.
The cultural clashes made it possible for Chinese civilization to
enter into the modern world. It also provided the opportunity for
Western Christian civilization and modern technology to spread in
China. Hence, the historians pay much attention to its influence on
Chinese technology, art and religion. But there has been long time
neglect on its influence on Chinese ancient literature. Examine the
related materials from the Tang Dynasty to the Ming Dynasty and
many influences will be found. Christian culture has expanded the
world view and view of knowledge of the Chinese literati. Today,
people are able to be more open. It has given the opportunity to
have a deeper conversation from a wider perspective. Conversa-
tion is now more productive. Indeed, we recognize the importance
of a nation to be open to other cultures.
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The Connection between Missionaries to China
and Chinese Fine Art
at the End of Ming Dynasty
and the Beginning of Qing Dynasty
Xiaoye Mo

Abstract

At the ending of the Ming dynasty and the beginning of the Qing
dynasty, Jesuit and other westerners made Macao their base, and
went northward to Nanjing and Beijing. They spread their religion
by introducing artistic western painting to China. This introduction
also influenced China’s artistic painting. This article is composed
of three parts: (1) Making Macao their base - 1550; (2) Spread-
ing influence in South China - 1600; and (3) Success in Beijing’s
Royal Palace - 1700. The article further discusses the introduction
of western architectural arts, oil painting, icon painting and adapta-
tion of illustration in China. This resulted in art that was a mixture
of western and traditional Chinese styles that was produced by both
Chinese and western artists.
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Rethinking the Development of Christianity
in China from the Chinese Buddhist
Indigenization Experience

Xiuping Hong
Abstract

In China, both Buddhism and Christianity are considered for-
eign religions. The widespread and flourishing development of
Chinese Buddhism was closely related to the successful siniciza-
tion of Buddhism. Chinese Buddhism then successfully spread to
Japan, Korea and Southeast Asia, and now to the all of the world.
It is of great significance to discuss the universalization and the
localization of religion from the angle of the sinicization of Bud-
dhism and Chinese Buddhism’s spreading in the world. It helps to
understand the development of Christianity in China at this present
time of globalization. This paper discusses these issues by discuss-
ing the sinicization of Buddhism.

The paper is divided into three parts:

(1) The sinicization of Buddhism and the development of Chi-
nese Buddhism. The paper primarily reviews the history of Bud-
dhism’s sinicization and its widespread and flourishing develop-
ment in China. It discusses some issues that occurred when this
exotic religion contacted the native culture, including the relation-
ship between Buddhism and traditional thoughts such as Confu-
cianism and Taoism.

(2) The paper discusses the universalization and the localization
of religion from the perspective of the sinicization of Buddhism. It
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primarily discusses how Chinese Buddhism not only kept its basic
beliefs and doctrines but also combined with Chinese traditional
culture and displayed Chinese characteristics. This allowed it to
successfully develop in China and meet the spiritual needs of Chi-
nese people.

(3) Christianity and China at this present time of globalization.
It discusses the universalization and the localization of Christianity.
Christianity is considered at this present time of globalization to be
one of the most influential religions in the world. Consequently, it
is expected to have widespread development in China. However,
when Christianity is developing in China, the relationship between
Christianity and Chinese social culture will be very important.
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Nietzsche’s Comparative Studies
on Christianity and Buddhism
Zengding Wu

Abstract

Though Nietzsche was not a Christian theologian, he occupies
a very unique place in the history of Western Christian thought. On
the one hand, he launched an unprecedented attack on traditional
Western Christianity. On the other hand, he was hugely influen-
tial to modern Christian theology. For instance, it was because of
Nietzsche’s critique of traditional Christian thought that Karl Barth
proposed the “wholly otherness™ of God, and that Rudolf Bultmann
began the project of demythologization, which pioneered a new
pathway for the future development of Christian theology. On top
of that, Nietzsche’s comparative analyses of Christianity and Bud-
dhism produced determinative influence on theologian Max Sche-
ler and sociologist Max Weber, and initiated studies in comparative
religions and the sociology of religion in the 20th Century.

As mainstream religions of the West and the East, respectively,
Christianity and Buddhism have exercised significant influence in
society in the past two thousand years. In the global village today,
their spheres of influence have reached far beyond their traditional
worlds, and a clash between the two religions certainly will occur.
Understanding the meaning of this clash is, then, an important sub-
ject in religious studies today. Because of this, Nietzsche compara-
tive analyses of Christianity and Buddhism not only provide us a

new perspective in understanding the two religions, but also help us
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to reflect on their possible clashes and dialogues today.

This essay is divided into five parts:

Introduction: Nietzsche: Der Antichrist or the Last Christian?

1. Nietzsche on Christianity in Different Periods

2. Nietzsche Comparative Studies on Christianity and Bud-
dhism

3. Truth and Redemption

Conclusion: How should Christianity and Buddhism face the
challenge of nihilism today?
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A Summary of the Tenth Annual International
Conference of “Christianity And China”
Zhongxin Wang and Jie Hou

Abstract

The tenth international academic conference of Christianity
and China was held from June 17 to June 21 in San Jose State
University in California. The conference was hosted by the North-
ern American Chinese Christianity Association. The theme of the
conference was “Christianity and China: Its Global and Local Im-
pact”. About 60 scholars from the United States, Canada, Mainland
China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong attended the four days conference.
During the conference, people expressed freely of their thoughts
through conference speeches and discussions. The meeting result-
ed in 40 academic papers being produced. The scholars from dif-
ferent fields and perspectives discussed the impact of Christianity’s
growth in local China. The topics discussed in the published papers
was broad. The topics include Christianity’s global and local im-
pact, Christianity and Chinese traditional religion, Christianity and
Chinese culture, Christianity and Chinese society, Bible research,
Chinese Christian history research, Christianity and American so-
ciety, science and religion etc. The papers covered the most recent
research in China regarding Christianity and China. They brought

Chinese research on Christianity to a new level.
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